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Hanon? Who? 

 

Perhaps you’re thinking, who was/is Hanon? Well, Charles L Hanon was 

a French Pianist who composed the book, ‘The Virtuoso Pianist in 60 

Exercises’. He died in 1900. 

 

Piano? But isn’t this a Ukulele book? 

 

It is. But as a youngster, I used to love playing scales. I didn’t always 

recognise the pieces I was told to play, but did recognise the familiar 

patterns of major and minor scales. Even though Hanon wrote his pieces 

for piano, I think that you’ll find my arrangements have made these 

scales and patterns fun to play on the uke. 

 

Scales are boring aren’t they?  

 

Yes! No! Well…it depends. To simply play a scale forward and backward 

can be uninspiring; but it can also teach us so many things. 

 

Most music is based on some kind of scale and therefore recognising 

these simple patterns can open up a whole world of personal musical 

development. Scales can help with interval recognition, ear training, 

finger dexterity, hand coordination, fretboard knowledge; sight 

reading…my word, the list goes on and on! 

 

Spend some time playing through this book and I can almost guarantee 

that you’ll hear an improvement in your playing. The pieces here are 

designed to make the most of the fretboard without becoming trite and 

predictable. I have attempted to make the most of the inherent beauty 

of the campanella style available on the ukulele. A number of the 

exercises and scales are designed to make you see the difference 

between standard playing  and campanella. Play them however you like: 

Fast, slow; loud, quiet; smooth, detached; it doesn’t matter.  Take your 

time to attempt each one; I’m sure you’ll be happy. Good Luck!  
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Major Scales from C to B - Campanella
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Minor Scales from C to B - Standard and Campanella
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